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Dear Members and Visitors of Sandgate Golf Club, 
 

When will the rain stop?  Sandgate Golf Course is the greenest I’ve ever seen it but I want to play golf.  
 
Thank you to everyone for pulling together through the last weeks and months to get the necessary work done before 
the Sandgate Cup and Ladies Day. Our course looked tremendous for our special events and that wasn’t just my opinion. 
It was the opinion of visiting players who came from other clubs and three visiting Golf Club Superintendents who 
played in the Cup.   Everyone should know the work done by volunteers, Kevin Green and the Golf Course Management 
Team is appreciated by players.  Especially when dealing with a flooding event that saw work sheds flooded (one for the 
first time) and widespread bunker and cart path damage on the course.  This first time flooding event saw the under part 
of the clubhouse take damage. It was through the work and contribution of concerned members that the initial cleaning 
up and clean out happened. Thank you to all those helpers. 
 

Insurance Claim  
Our insurance is really three different policy areas - Clubhouse and Facilities, Golf Course and Grounds, Machinery and 
Sheds. We suffered damage in all three areas of the Golf Course.  Thanks to the number of people who have worked 
hard to list the damage we have incurred. (Peter Coddington, Glen Doyle, Ray Morris, Kevin Green, Sharon Milne and 
Pat Thomas) We have applied for insurance compensation to restore and improve the damaged areas.  
 
It’s going to take time.  The insurance company initially sent in a company to demolish, remove and treat areas of 
damage in the clubhouse. This process of treating and drying out had the usual delays and has taken a while.  Identifying 
items in the claim and determining costs and quotes has been a huge task.  Vice President Glen Doyle has put in hours 
of work communicating with the insurers and developing our claim. I thank him for his efforts. 
 
It is a fact we will be receiving monies to restore our damaged golf course.  The committee is working hard to map out a 
plan of restoration and improvement for the course and clubhouse in an attempt to minimize the risk of this damage 
reoccurring in the future.  
 

2022 Priorities 
As determined by the member’s survey, the following priorities were identified as important for the 2021/22 
Committee.  
 

1. Course & Greens 
I’m thinking we will soon be at the end of what has been a tremendous grass growing season extending this year into 
May. With the combination of rain and humidity and the considerable work and attention of Kevin Green and the Golf 
Course Management Team our greens have shown tremendous improvement. These good conditions will lead, we hope 
to our greens maintaining a good standard through the non growing period of winter.  
 
The condition of our greens is our top priority.  Glen Doyle (Vice President) has the committee’s endorsement to take 
on the responsibilities of Course Director, and the development of the Golf Course Management Team of Ray Morris, 
Andy Coller, Brian Morgan and Glen Doyle will be assisting Kevin Green into the future. 
 



At the last committee meeting it was determined Sandgate Golf Club will engage a Consultant Superintendent to lead us 
through the non growing season and beyond, giving Kevin Green advice and support going forward . Mark Stanley has 
been a turf manager for over 20 years and has worked in Egypt, Fiji, USA, India and Asia as well as locally in Queensland. He is a 
specialist in warm season grasses.   
 
 Mark currently holds the position of Golf Course Superintendent at Redcliffe Golf Club.  
 
Mark will be undertaking site visits and discussions fortnightly with Kevin as well as communicating with the Golf Course 
Management Team to determine important processes necessary for continued improvement. Personally I welcome his 
expertise and his experience to our course. 
 

 

Further support to the management of the golf course is the 
appointment of Bryan Morgan as work shed manager. His role is to 
undertake essential maintenance and repairs to our equipment and 
machinery.   
 
Bryan is an experienced mechanic and workshop manager and will work 
with Kevin Green. We welcome Bryan to the course working party. 
 
Just recently a major clean up and clean out has occurred in the work 
shed area.   

Thank you to all the volunteers who assisted in cleaning out the sheds.  The condition of the sheds after the flooding 
events, and the need to salvage our valuable resources made the work done most valuable to the well being and safety 
of all who work there.  Again thank you for your contribution. 
 
Important work undertaken, other than the restoration after the ‘big wet’ has been the management of the resources 
on the course, and the development of the area between fairways 4 and 6.  Work has been undertaken to improve this 
area and approval has been given by the committee to develop ‘resource bays’ to help tidy up the area across the 8th 
fairway.  
 

2. Membership 
Since the beginning of the year we have been undertaking a membership drive by developing clinics and special offers. 
Letterbox drops in the local area have attracted more members, and hopefully we can introduce younger members to 
our club.   
 
To say this has been successful is an understatement.  We have welcomed 75 new members to the club.   
 
I want to extend my congratulations to Claire Daly, who is one of the driving forces behind this success.  I also 
congratulate Paula Mackenzie and Margaret Greer for their behind the bar promotions to our many social players. Your 
enthusiasm for our club is infectious and appreciated. The real success will be how our new members are welcomed to 
play and by how many continue into the new golf year after September. I encourage all members to please make these 
‘newbies’ feel welcome. 
 

Here is a current initiative for new members.  Please note current members are invited to assist and participate. 

New Members Welcome - 9 Hole Ambrose Competition - Friday 27th May  
The idea is to commence with a sausage sizzle at 12 noon and a shotgun start at 1pm. The aim of the afternoon is to 
enjoy golf and get to know other members. Current members are invited to play and assist where needed. The cost of 
$5 covers the sausage BBQ and ball prizes for ‘nearest to the pin’. Thanks to Alan Head (Club Men’s Captain) and Wayne 
Rostron at Drummond Golf the winning four gets a $30 vouchers for each player. 

 
 
 



There is also an offer to current members. 

Member Clinics with our Club Professional Chris Chaplin (4 lessons 8 player clinic for $100) 
The clinic in May is targeting those golfers with a handicap of 23 or lower. The weather delayed clinic is being held on Friday 27th 
May. There are limited spaces left. Contact Peter Coddington to reserve your spot. For members with a handicap of 24 and 
above, a clinic is scheduled for June.  If this is successful, the club will continue this initiative in the interest of encouraging better 
golf and success. 

 
A reminder about what members can do to assist new members in the club 

 Assist with new members as they come out on to the course. Join in the club’s initiatives to introduce new 
members to the course and club.  Invite them to play. Remember mentoring a new member to love the game 
and to commit to the club is beneficial for them, us and yourself. 

 Be considerate and patient when a new member enters the competition.  

 Include a new member into your group or conversation. Sandgate has a reputation of being a most inclusive golf 
club.  

 Invite new members to the club and make them aware of the opportunities we are providing to help them get 
into golf (clinics, 9 hole Ambrose etc.) 

 

3. Communication 
There are a number of ways you can find out what’s going on.  
 
1. The face of this golf club is club manager Peter Coddington. Through his emails and telephone communications he 

has enabled players to get into competitions and kept us informed about the activities of the club. Please make sure 
he has your current email address. Going in to see Peter in person works well too. The face to face method has 
generally been the best. 

 
2. Thanks to Sharon Milne (Ladies Vice Captain) our Facebook page is very popular. It enables people to be aware of 

the various groups within the club and the activities that members can be involved. Please ‘like’ the Sandgate Golf 
Club Facebook page so that you are fully informed.  
 

3. Our website has all the information you need. If you haven’t explored what is there you need to take a moment to 
know our site.  Thanks to our Club Captain, Alan Head and Men’s Vice Captain Larry Pumpa, our website is always 
up to date.   https://www.sandgategc.com.au 
 

4. Semi regularly I feel the urge to write a newsletter such as this.  It’s not a dependable means of communication but 
when something significant happens in the club I want to share it with you all. 

 
In August we are planning a General Meeting to discuss development proposals for the future and to determine our fees 
for the next golf year.  The meeting is open to all those interested. Please keep the August General Meeting in mind.  
The meeting date will be advertised closer to the time.  
 

Wanted: Responsible Bar Staff to Work Weekends and Public Holidays 
 
Over the last few weeks we said goodbye and thank you to Alison Gannon as she takes up full employment elsewhere. 
Her work has been appreciated by all the members who come in at half time in the Saturday competition. We wish her 
all the best in her new position. 
 
We have a need for anyone interested in working casually behind the bar and accepting social golf business for the club.  
Anyone interested should contact Peter Coddington (32693252) for more information.  

 
 
 



Vale Kevin Madsen (Life Member) 
 

 

Kevin joined Sandgate Golf Club in 1981. He was a valued member of the club and was 
awarded life membership 2016. Kevin was on committee for many years and held many 
different roles including match committee, vice president and house director from 2009 
– 2021. One of his roles was to represent our club on the Brisbane District Golf 
Association which he did for 20 plus years. 
 

Kevin was the ‘Life Blood’ of the club. He loved the game and was passionate about our 
club. For the last 10 years Kevin opened the club from 5am Sunday through Friday, and 
stayed on until 11am each day making sure Peter Coddington was doing things right. 
That’s 9 years of full-time work as a volunteer and through this contribution he ensured 
our club could be as profitable as possible. 

 
In 2021/22, Kevin pulled back from his early starts, confident Peter Coddington was finally getting it right. His knowledge 
and understanding of the workings of the golf club were all encompassing and we miss his wisdom and company.  
Sandgate Golf Club is indebted to Kevin Madsen and we thank him for his many years of dedication and service. Our 
thoughts and prayers go to his wife Barbara and their family. 
 Rest In Peace Kevin 
 

Clubhouse Operations: Welcome Tracey Strathdee 
Most members have probably realized the business of the club has increased with new members joining and social golf 
play increasing.  There has been greater golf participation by both members and social players. The scope of work for 
Peter Coddington is increasing and changing.  
 
At the last Management Committee meeting it was decided to employ Tracey Strathdee for 2 days a week to support 
Peter and learn the operational processes of the club.   
 

 

 Tracey is an experienced manager with skills in project management and change management. She has 
had extensive experience in the telecommunications sector.  Her experience extends to process 
development, process improvement, risk and compliance and auditing.  Tracey is looking forward to 
working with Peter and to get to know the operations of the golf club.  Please join me in welcoming her 
to our club.   

 
Some Interesting Facts about our Club 
 

 New Golf Carts  
In July the club will roll over the existing 10 carts and replace them with 10 new Yamaha carts. The club will receive $20 000 as 
Yamaha buys back the old carts. 
 

 Solar Power Installation  
The first quarterly bill showed a saving of approximately 45% of the usual power bill paid.  The solar power installation has 
reduced our contribution to CO2 emissions by approx. 60%.    
 
 
 

Speed of Play 
The speed of play was identified by members in the recent survey as a concern and the speed of play was a focus of discussion in 
the planning of the Sandgate Cup.  It has been determined that 2 hours and 5 minutes is ample time to complete 9 holes and 4 
hours 10 minutes to complete 18 holes.   
 



This year Sandgate Cup players would know we allocated groups playing a tee off time (1st tee); a 10th tee off time and a 
completion time.   

 1st Tee 10th Tee Completion 
First group 

am 
6:18 8:23 10:28 

    

First group 
pm 

10:24 12:29 2:34 

 
To some degree this worked making players realize where they were in keeping up with the playing schedule.  The practice of 
ensuring your group is on time or in front of the time from the 10th tee in competition should be the consideration of every 
player. 
 
Slow players need to realize the frustration other players are feeling when players fall behind and their management on the 
course is poor.  Ready golf has been the rule for quite a while now.  

 
Ladies Pennants Teams - Ladies Silver and Bronze Pennants Teams proudly sponsored by Ray White Bracken Ridge. 

 

  

Congratulations to all the players and 
thank you to the caddies - including our 
male members who have shown their 
support. Your help is very much 
appreciated even though you might 
not like those extra grey hairs that may 
have recently appeared! Our season so 
far has not been high on points, but we 
are all out there giving it our best shot 
and if team spirit were points we would 
be winners. 

 
Bronze Ladies Pennants team with their 
wonderful caddies 

 
Silver Ladies Pennants team 
with their wonderful caddies 

A big thank you to our pennants 
captain Sue Bailey and an extra big 
thanks to Vicki for helping with the 
bronze pennants team. 

 

 
Ladies Open Day - A great success the 2nd time around. The rain couldn’t deter us!  
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to the Ladies' Open Day'. Winners were Frances Nobel-Smith and Maureen Farlow 
from Nudgee Golf Club. Runners Up were Brenda Malcolm from Nudgee and Felicity Doyle from Sandgate. 
Major sponsors for the day were Ray White Bracken Ridge, Drummond Golf Virginia and Seasons Living Mango Hill. 
 

   
One of the winners - Frances Nobel 
with sponsor Ray White Bracken Ridge 

Winners are Grinners Sponsors - Drummond Golf 
 



  

 
Sandgate Cup   
133 players enjoyed participating in the 90th Sandgate Cup.  As in recent years, both men and women from Sandgate and 
other clubs competed for the honour of being crowned 2022 Sandgate Cup winner.  The course was presented in great 
condition thanks to countless hours of preparation by grounds staff and volunteers. 
 
Three players finished with 69 net. Brenda Malcolm, Ian Mogridge and Ken Baker. 
 
So with 3 players on 69 net, Captains Allan Head and Pat Thomas followed Golf Australia's World Handicap Guidelines. In 
particular, section 3 (I) section (ii) ... results of multi tee and mixed gender competitions which states that "Player's 
scores relative to par" must be considered.  
 
 Brenda Malcolm (9 handicap, Nudgee GC) playing the Ladies par 73 course scored 4 strokes under par.  
Our two Sandgate players, Ian and Ken also carded 69 net scores.  However relative to par 72, each scored 3 under par 
making Brenda Malcolm the winner on the day. Congratulations Brenda. 
 
Representing our major sponsor, Ray White Real Estate (Bracken Ridge), Tania McAlonan presented the Sandgate Cup to 
Brenda and Runner Up prize to Ian Mogridge who pipped Ken Baker for the overall runner up on a countback. More 
results are posted on our website. 
 
All those who attended the presentations enjoyed tasty canapés served by multi talented Master Chef, Ian Mogridge. 
Thanks to everyone who helped make this Sandgate Cup one of our finest in recent times. 

 

 

  
Brenda Malcolm, winner of the Sandgate 
Cup with a fine 4 under par nett. Thank you 
to Tania McAlonan from Ray White Real 
Estate, Bracken Ridge for your major 
sponsorship of our premier event. 

Brenda Malcolm 2022 
Sandgate Cup winner 

 

Ian Mogridge – Master Chef and 
colourful competent golfer. 

 



Bryan and Liz on the tools

 

Noel blowing a kiss

 

Cameron and Peter 
grinning like idiots

 

BBQ professional 
Rick

 

Donny singing 
in the rain

 

 
 
Anyway to finish off… 

Remember... 

 If it goes right it’s a slice. 

 If it goes left it’s a hook. 

 If it goes straight it’s a miracle. 

 
See you on the course 
Cameron Boal 
President 
 
 
 


